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The Universit11 of Dayton 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTO~~TS 
CATHOLIC-MARIANIST IDENTITY DOCUMENT 
News Release 
DAYTON, Ohio, Sept. 25, 1989--The University of Dayton has released a document 
draft to faculty on its Catholic and Marianist identity at a time when Vatican 
officials and leaders of Catholic higher education in the United States are discussing 
the amount of control the Vatican should have over Catholic schools. 
Responses to the document, which intends to renew and reformulate the University 
of Dayton's Catholic and Marianist traditions and philosophies, will be heard during a 
faculty "speak-out" Oct. 18 at 3 p.m. in Kennedy Union Room 222 on campus. 
The committee that drafted the document was formed in May 1988 at the urging of UD 
President Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., one of 18 American delegates selected from 
among the nation's 231 Catholic universities and colleges to meet with Pope John Paul 
II and Vatican officials about an apostolic letter the pope will issue on Catholic 
higher education. The University of Dayton was founded in 1850 by the Society of Mary 
(Marianists), a Roman Catholic teaching order, and is one of three Marianist 
universities in the country. The other two are Chaminade University in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, and St. Mary's University in San Antonio, Texas. About 75 percent of UD's 
undergraduate student body is Catholic. 
"There is a presupposition in writing this document that says this is a Catholic-
Marianist institution and has been since 1850," said the Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., 
committee chair and University of Dayton provost. "Without these two inspirations 
there would be no UD." 
The document notes that "the values of democracy, tolerance, equal opportunity, 
independence, academic freedom and an innovative spirit intertwine with the 
characteristics that we have identified as Catholic and Marianist to form the tapestry 
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that is the University of Dayton," Heft said. 
The draft also attempts to identify what UD graduates might ideally have as a 
common experience--intellectually, personally, socially and spiritually--by listing 
several goals for undergraduate education at UD. These include: 
-a curriculum that recognizes the integration of moral and ethical concerns and 
reinforces the connection between content and application; 
-an understanding of theology and philosophy that underscores the intimate link in 
the Catholic tradition between faith and reason; 
-a sense of personal responsibility toward the immediate community and the larger 
community among graduates, strengthened by at least one extended service experience at 
UD; and 
-growth in faith as well as intel loc t with an understanding of the role of 
religion in life, including personal prayer, devotional practice and spiritual growth. 
The committee has invited written comments from members of the University of 
Dayton community on the document, which it plans to revise and re-issue to faculty and 
students in December or January with final recommendations ready for Fitz next spring. 
A student speak-out on the document is planned later this fall. 
The initial task of the committee to renew and reformulate the University of 
Dayton's Catholic and Marianist traditions "means more than simply repeating what has 
been done before," Heft said. "No tradition can live that way. It has been said that 
one can distinguish between traditionalism and tradition this way: Traditionalism is 
the dead faith of ·the living. Tradition is the living faith of the dead--that is, to 
continue to animate and give life to others from generation to generation. 
"Our task," he said, "is to reformulate in a new and fresh way these traditions 
which constitute the living faith of the dead. The best way to make a mark on the 
future is by rooting oneself in the living past and rethinking it afresh in the 
present." 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For more information on the University of Dayton's Catholic and 
Marianist identity document, contact the Rev. James Heft, S.M., at (513) 229-2245. 
